Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.126; data-to-parameter ratio = 20.7.
In the racemic title compound, C 16 H 21 NOS, the molecules are packed into polymeric chains in the b-axis direction and are linked along the b axis by N-HÁ Á ÁO and C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
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For literature on N-alkylalkanesulfinamides, see: Sato et al. (1975) , Schuckmann et al. (1978) ; Ferreira et al. (2005) . For related literature on cyclic N-arylalkanesulfinamides (sultims), see: Schulze et al. (2005) . For the synthesis, see: Stretter et al. (1969) . For related literature, see: Han et al. (2002) ; Weix & Ellman (2003) .
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The molecular structure of (I) (Fig. 1) resembles those of N-alkylsulfinamides, except that the N-(aryl)C bond (1.409 Å) is considerably shorter than typical N-(alkyl)C bonds in N-alkylsulfinamides (1.470-1.530 Å) (Sato et al., 1975; Schuckmann et al., 1978; Ferreira et al., 2005) . The short bond suggests significant delocalization of electrons over the nitrogen atom and the benzene ring. This can be interpreted as indicating considerable contributions to the overall structure of (I) from resonance structures such as those in Fig. 2 . The molecules of (I) (with alternating (R) and (S) configurations) are packed in a chain along the b axis (Fig. 3) . The crystal packing (Fig. 3) is stabilized by intermolecular N-H···O and C-H···O hydrogen bonds ( Fig. 3 and Table 1 ; symmetry code as in Fig. 3 ). Interest in sulfinamides lies mainly in their performance as chiral building blocks in organic synthesis (Han et al., 2002; Weix and Ellman, 2003) .
Experimental
Compound (I) was prepared by the method of Stretter et al.(1969) , using aniline (424 mg, 4.56 mmol), 1-adamantanesulfinyl chloride (500 mg, 2.28 mmol) and anhydrous diethyl ether (30 ml). Column chromatography (silica gel, ethyl acetate-dichloromethane, 1:9) gave (I) as white crystals (610 mg, 97%) mp 427-428 K. Literature mp was 428 K (Stretter et al., 1969) .
Single crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by evaporation of a solution of the title compound (I) in dichloromethane at room temperature. Spectroscopic analysis: FTIR (KBr) (cm -1 ) 3179, 2908, 2851, 1595, 1488, 1450, 1285, 1228, 1175, 1063, 1034, 877 . 
Refinement
H atoms were located on a difference Fourier map geometrically and refined using a riding model with N-H = 0.86 Å, C-H = 0.93-0.98 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2 times U eq (C, N). Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of (I), with atom labels and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms. 
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